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So, Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to hear 

from one of our Republican friends say-
ing, This is exactly what I wanted; I’m 
excited the government is shut down. 

Think of our military and our vet-
erans. Let’s come together to make a 
difference in this world. 

f 

COME TO THE BARGAINING TABLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. BENISHEK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, why 
are we here today in the middle of the 
government shutdown? The answer, 
frankly, is that the Senate refuses to 
come to the table to negotiate. 

The House has passed four different 
measures that would have kept the 
government open. The Senate has ig-
nored them all. 

Before the government shut down, 
the House passed a bill which would 
keep the government open and defund 
the President’s health care law. Well, 
it is probable that the Senate wasn’t 
going to support that, but I was think-
ing at least we would be able to get 
documentation as to whether there 
would be some Democrat support for 
that. 

That having failed, we passed a sec-
ond measure to keep the government 
open and simply delay the President’s 
health care law by 1 year. After all, the 
President himself had delayed portions 
of the law. 

Obviously, that didn’t play with the 
Senate. 

So then we passed another piece of 
legislation which would have funded 
the government and would have funded 
the President’s health care law, but 
simply would have made the law fairer 
for all Americans. 

The President changed the law by ex-
ecutive order—a procedure of question-
able legality—but he changed the law, 
giving large employers a 1-year delay 
in the employer mandate. In other 
words, employers were required to offer 
insurance or face a fine. The President, 
by executive order, changed the law to 
delay that for 1 year. We asked simply 
to give the individual the same prerog-
ative that the President gave large em-
ployers: delay the requirement to buy 
insurance for 1 year without having to 
pay a fine. 

We also asked that Congress, the 
President, and the Vice President be 
treated the same as all other Ameri-
cans. The President changed the law by 
executive order—a procedure of ques-
tionable legality—saying that Congress 
would get a different deal in the ex-
changes than the average individual. 
When I went home to my district in 
August and did 12 town hall meetings, 
there was universal disgust for that 
rule. 

So in our proposal to the Senate, we 
said, We’ll fund the government, but 
simply change the rule concerning Con-
gress so that Congress is treated the 
same as every American. Let’s change 
the law so that the individual is treat-

ed the same as a large employer. I 
don’t see how that’s holding a gun to 
anyone’s head. That is simply fairness 
for the American people. 

And that was rejected by the Senate. 
Then we simply asked the Senate to 

come to the table. Well, if this pro-
posal, which just makes the law equi-
table for every American, is unaccept-
able to you, would you please come to 
the table and let’s talk about what is 
acceptable to you. Let’s sit down and 
negotiate. 

Mr. Reagan presided over his terms 
in office with a Democrat-controlled 
House, and yet he worked with Mr. 
O’Neill and got significant legislation 
done. Mr. Clinton worked with a Re-
publican House and got significant leg-
islation done and made real progress 
with welfare reform and many other 
issues in the Clinton Presidency, but 
they worked across the aisle. They 
worked with a House of different par-
ties and got things done. 

Now we have a President who says, 
I’m not going to negotiate. We have a 
leader in the Senate who says, I’m not 
going to negotiate. 

Each part of our government has a 
role to play—the executive, the Senate, 
the House. Frankly, in the whole his-
tory of the Republic, we’ve never had a 
situation where the President says, I’m 
not going to negotiate, or where one 
House says to the other House, We’re 
not going to negotiate. This is, frank-
ly, unbelievable. It’s a step in our gov-
ernment which I don’t think the Amer-
ican people want. 

This is not about the President’s 
health care law. This is about the func-
tion of our government and how each 
section of the government deals with 
each other. I think the American peo-
ple want it to go in the traditional 
fashion, where the House, the Senate 
and the President work together to 
find a solution. 

When the Senate refuses to pass leg-
islation and won’t even consider talk-
ing to us, that’s not right. We in the 
House have passed legislation to fund 
FEMA, to fund our national parks, to 
fund WIC, to fund our veterans, to fund 
the National Institutes of Health, the 
FDA, and the National Guard. By the 
end of tomorrow, we’ll have funded 
more than half the government in this 
House, and yet the Senate won’t take 
any of that up and won’t even nego-
tiate with us. We even made sure that 
furloughed employees will be paid. 

The Obama administration has given 
exceptions to their allies, Big Business, 
and some unions. Why shouldn’t the 
American people be given the same 
kind of treatment? 

The administration and the Senate 
should come to the bargaining table 
today and end this shutdown. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, it is now day 
8 of House Republicans’ reckless, irre-
sponsible government shutdown. In 
that time, America has been demand-
ing to hear one reasonable, responsible 
proposal from House Republicans about 
how they plan to reopen the U.S. Gov-
ernment. 

While House Republicans refuse to 
capitulate, New Mexicans are still 
hurting. They’re hurting because one 
radical faction of one party in the 
House stands in the way, holding the 
entire Congress and the entire country 
hostage. 

First, this band of radicals forced a 
government shutdown just to get its 
way. They have caused significant eco-
nomic harm and are wasting hundreds 
of millions of taxpayer dollars every 
day. These are the same Republicans 
who promised fiscal responsibility. 

Now they’re dangerously close to 
forcing an economic shutdown by 
threatening a catastrophic debt default 
if they don’t get what they want. The 
problem? They don’t even know what 
they want. As my Republican colleague 
from Indiana said last week: 

We have to get something out of this, and 
I don’t know what that even is. 

As Speaker BOEHNER admitted the 
other day, he committed to Senate 
leadership that he would support the 
very same bill—a clean continuing res-
olution—for which he now refuses a 
vote on the floor. 

On Sunday, I was back in Albu-
querque, meeting with Federal employ-
ees who have been furloughed. I heard 
heartbreaking stories of families who 
say that because of the shutdown, 
they’re worried about paying their 
mortgages and utility payments and 
car loans and credit card bills. That’s 
what they’re concerned about. That’s 
what keeps them up at night. 

I heard from a civilian air traffic 
controller at Kirtland Air Force Base 
who was worried about the safety of 
the airmen because he’s not allowed to 
work. Federal employees are demor-
alized and feel abandoned. They don’t 
understand why they are being blamed 
for House Republicans’ failure to pass a 
clean funding compromise. 

But in a 21⁄2-hour meeting, not one of 
the furloughed New Mexicans told me 
he wants to see the Affordable Care Act 
repealed. Not one. I think that shows 
how far removed from reality House 
Republicans are. They’re willing to 
continue harming hardworking, inno-
cent Americans because of their obses-
sion with destroying the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Mr. Speaker, this is reckless behav-
ior. 

As this shutdown carries on into 
week 2, we keep learning of more nega-
tive impacts. Sandia National Labs, 
one of the largest employers in my dis-
trict, has started notifying its more 
than 10,000 employees that they are 
likely to experience furloughs if the 
government doesn’t reopen soon. That 
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